
  1 of 2 

2011 - 2012 Statement of Legislative Intent 
Approved 

 

Tab Action Option Version 

118 3 A 1 

 
Budget Action Title:  SDOT 2011 Neighborhood Paid Parking Rates 

 
Councilmembers:  Bagshaw; Burgess; Conlin; O'Brien 

 
Staff Analyst: Dan Eder 

 
  

Budget Committee Vote: 

Date Result SB BH SC TR JG NL RC TB MO 

11/12/2010 Pass  9- Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

 
 

Statement of Legislative Intent: 

 
Over the past few weeks, the Council and the Mayor have worked together to determine how best 
to manage limited on-street parking in neighborhood business districts.  We have developed a 
specific and measurable outcome-based approach that will help retail businesses, provide more 
consistent parking availability, and reduce congestion and greenhouse gas emissions. 
 
The proposed policy would direct the Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT) to set rates to 
achieve approximately one or two open spaces per block face throughout the day.  The policy 
objective is that visitors to neighborhood business districts should be able to find a parking spot near 
their destination (see Green Sheet 118-2-A).  SDOT may both raise and lower rates in different areas 
as appropriate to meet the occupancy target.  
 
Prior to implementing 2011 rates to achieve policy objectives, the Council requests that SDOT report 
to the Transportation Committee the findings of the fall 2010 city-wide occupancy study and the 
rates by neighborhood SDOT proposes to implement that will achieve established policy objectives.  
Council requests that SDOT include in its report to Transportation Committee for each 
neighborhood: 

1. the observed parking occupancy rate for different day-parts (morning, midday, afternoon, 
evening); 

2. the proposed new maximum rates by neighborhood; 
3. the anticipated effect on occupancy by neighborhood of the proposed rates;  
4. the anticipated effect (if any) on parking rates implementation and ongoing costs; and 
5. the anticipated effect (if any) on parking rates revenues for each neighborhood. 

 
Background 
 
In fall 2010, SDOT will conduct a thorough, city-wide study of current on-street parking occupancy 
levels before changing rates to achieve the desired policy outcome.   
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SDOT will divide those areas of the city where parking meters and pay stations are currently used 
into smaller neighborhood parking areas based on retail business patterns and parking occupancy.  
This division will result in more distinct parking areas throughout the City and will allow rates to be 
better tailored to neighborhood patterns.  For example, the current downtown area may be sub-
divided into new areas such as Belltown, Waterfront, Downtown Core, Pioneer Square, International 
District, and so forth. 
 
Council expects that new rates will be implemented only once during 2011, and Council understands 
that variable rates by day-part will not be implemented during 2011.   
 
 
 
Responsible Council Committee(s): Transportation 
 
Date Due to Council: January 15, 2011 
 


